WFSA - One Year On

It is just over one year since the last world congress in Cape Town and time to review what has been achieved in that time.

Communication:
A major effort has been undertaken to improve communication with member societies. We have a new and much better web site (www.anaesthesiologists.org), thanks to Dr Peter Kempthorne of New Zealand, our webmaster.  With help from colleagues throughout the world, most items are translated into French, Spanish and Chinese. Reports and items of interest are updated frequently. Important links to other groups are maintained. In particular, it is very easy to access our educational publications. If you have ideas and suggestions for the website, please let us know.

Instead of producing our own newsletter, the WFSA now sends out regular updates like this one, for publication in society newsletters throughout the world. This has proved to be very effective. Translation, where necessary, is done by local society members. Some societies place the bulletin on their website.

We have also improved communication within the Executive committee with regular minutes from the management group and an internal newsletter called Exco News and Views. 

Education:

Dr Jannicke Mellin-Olsen of Norway, Chair of the Education Committee, will be writing a newsletter article in the coming months to bring everyone up to date on committee activities. She has continued the work with training centres and two more should open later this year. The second International School for Instructors in Anesthesiology (ISIA) will begin in October. The ‘spin-off’ from the first school has been fantastic with each set of graduates developing courses and workshops in their own countries.
Publications:

Dr Iain Wilson Chair of Publications, will also write a Newsletter update later this year. The activity of this committee continues to grow and Update in Anaesthesia goes from strength to strength. The weekly, peer-reviewed, Tutorial of the Week, is very popular and easily accessed through our website. Plans are in hand to produce a textbook of anesthesia suitable for use in less-well resourced environments.

Safety and Quality:

The last newsletter described the activities of this committee led by Prof. Alan Merry. The focus on providing pulse oximeters, wherever anesthesia is given, continues. Together with our partners in the World Health Organization, we will be commencing pilot projects in October.

Scientific Committee:

Professor Philippe Scherpereel has been busy getting this committee started. His first project was to mentor a group in St Petersburg, Russia, to develop their own malignant hyperthermia laboratory. He has also begun a programme of WFSA Symposia at major regional congresses.
Professional Wellbeing:

Dr Gastao Duval Neto of Brazil is leading a working group looking at issues related to Professional Wellbeing. These are assuming even greater importance than before due to the stressful environments in which we work. This group will be bringing forth suggestions as their work progresses.
Other:

Under this heading we can mention a whole variety of activities.
A survey was completed of all those who presented at the World Congress in Cape Town. This is the first time that contributors have been asked for their opinions. As a result we will be implementing some changes at the next world congress in Buenos Aires in 2012.

With financial assistance from Baxter, we have organized a scholarship programme for young African anesthesia providers to attend the 4th All Africa Anesthesia Congress in Nairobi, Kenya.

WFSA and the European Society of Anesthesiology (ESA) hold regular meetings at the ESA Congress. Cooperation and coordination continue to grow in all of our activities. We now have many common projects. 

We have made contact with many other world organizations, such as our sister world society in obstetrics and gynecology, FIGO, with the object of finding out what we can do to work together to improve maternal health. The Chair of our obstetric committee, Dr Paul Howell, will be presenting at their world congress later this year so we hope this will lead to major cooperation between the two societies.

We continue to work with WHO on a variety of issues as well as pulse oximetry, including essential care at the district hospital, requirements for a department of anesthesia and publications.

WFSA has presented a report on its activities at the Working Group on the Global Burden of Surgical Disease where it was well received. We have embarked on several cooperative activities with this group which also includes WHO representatives, surgeons and public health experts.

So overall it has been a busy and productive year. As always we are grateful to Mrs Ruth Hooper in our London office who keeps everything running smoothly. We love to hear from our members so please feel free to contact any of the officers or Mrs Hooper with suggestions, comments or new ideas.

Angela Enright

